February 20, 2009

A correction

Breakfast hosted by Aaron Cummings
The gentleman of Trinity are invited to a prayer and fellowship breakfast on Saturday, February 21, hosted by Aaron Cummings at 618 Hermosa Way (not 680 as previously reported) Menlo Park. We will begin prayer promptly at 7:30. Following prayer will be a time of fellowship over the breaking of bread, and perhaps in this case, even over the breaking of eggs.

Please RSVP if you plan to attend: arc9882@gmail.com   (650)799-5007

11:00 a.m. The Reception of New Members: The Rodden Family

In the name of the Lord we welcome the Rodden family. Jonathan grew up in St. Louis and Ammie in Michigan. They met at the University Lutheran Chapel in Ann Arbor, Michigan and were married in 1995. Most of their adult lives were spent in New England, first in Connecticut and most recently in Cambridge, MA, where Jonathan was a professor at MIT and Ammie worked as a Physician Assistant. Their children, Nathaniel and Anna, were born in Cambridge. They came to Palo Alto while Jonathan spent a year on a fellowship, and after Jonathan received a job offer from Stanford, they could not bring themselves to leave. Jonathan now teaches in the political science department at Stanford. They live on the Stanford campus, and Ammie works part time as a Physician Assistant at the student health clinic. Since moving, they have been enjoying all of the outdoor activities of Northern California. These activities will slow down this summer, however, when they are expecting their third child.  
LWML Annual Morning of Prayer

Women of Zone 8 come join us for a morning of devotion, prayer, praise & song. Saturday, Feb. 21, 9:30 a.m. at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 4400 Cabrillo Hwy, Pacifica with The Rev. Daniel Kistler, Worship Leader. For more info, contact Judy Korte, Zone 8 President, at (650) 992-4966 or aprilfool1@astound.net

Reading

The first service that one owes to others in the fellowship consists in listening to them. Just as love to God begins with listening to His Word, so the beginning of love for the brethren is to listen to them. It is God’s love for us that He not only gives us His Word but also lends us His ear. So it is His work that we do for our brothers when we learn to listen to them. Christians so often think they must always be contributing something when they are in the company of others, that this is the one service that they have to render. They forget that listening can be a greater service than speaking . . .One who cannot listen long and patiently will presently be talking beside the point and be never really speaking to others, albeit he be not conscious of it. Anyone who thinks that his time is too valuable to spend keeping quiet will eventually have no time for God and his brother, but only for himself and for his own follies . . . But Christians have forgotten that the ministry of listening has been committed to them by Him who is Himself the great listener and whose work they should share. We should listen with the ears of God that we may speak the Word of God.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, pages 97-99

Prayers

Collect for the Transfiguration

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Fourth Petition

O Father, from Your hand comes every good; and as the hand gives and takes away, may Your name be praised among us. Graciously comfort and tend to all who are imprisoned, hungry, thirsty, naked, and in misery; also all widows, orphans, the afflicted, and those sorrowing. Only give to us our daily bread—not too much that we become proud nor too little that we either grumble or doubt—and what we need for body and spirit so that in our labors of this day we have sufficient strength for our tasks and Your goodness perceived as we bear the name of Christ. Through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

The Sixth Petition

O Father, by Your strength we stand and without Your Spirit we have no power within us. Our flesh feels the goads of the tempters, the devil, the world, and our own flesh, and how they press hard against the desire of Your Spirit. Give to us the grace to expel the lusts of the flesh; help us to avoid the immoderation of this world in eating and drinking and sleeping; enable us to resist slothfulness, and clothe us with ardor for our vocations and abstention of the cravings of this present age; lead us to careful eating and proper care for the body that we may be watchful and be industrious, fitted for every good work. Hinder and crucify in all evil inclinations and yearnings of the flesh, so that not one of us will concede to its temptations or follow them in any way. Teach us to praise You for the good bestowed on the other and to resist every spark of envy; grant that when hear something pleasant and perceive something lovely we may not abandon Your way and ensnare ourselves but rather praise and glorify You for Your goodness. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Transfiguration of Our Lord

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 413, “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair”

Sermon Hymn: LSB 414, “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 624, “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born” & LSB 417, “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 34:29-35

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30And when Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32And afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 32And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with Him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the people of Israel what the was commanded, 35the people of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone; and Moses would put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to speak with Him.

· Whose glory was Moses revealing? Therefore as he spoke, whose words were being given?

Epistle, 2 Peter 1:16-21

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

· Jesus’ signs confirmed His words; His miracles were divine credentials, proving His identity and calling. Therefore, what was revealed in His transfiguration?

Holy Gospel, Matthew 17:1-9

1And after six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for You and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” 6When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”
· Besides being Old Testament figures, what else do Moses and Elijah have in common? What would they have anticipated then for the people of God?

· How does Jesus’ transfiguration fulfill their desire and the promise of God?

Announcements

Sun, 2/22

· 7:30 p.m., LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wed, 2/25

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Ephesus

· 12 & 7 p.m., Ash Wednesday Imposition of ashes

Thu, 2/26

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir

Sun, 3/1, Invocabit, 1st Sunday in Lent

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Genesis 3:1-24; II Corinthians 6:1-10; Matthew 4:1-11)
Tue, 3/3

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship Meeting

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Christian Education Meeting

God’s Stewards. The desire to keep what one has leads to making comparisons with others, and this results in a tormenting envy, for the old man never has enough—for things that pass away cannot give security. The fear of God, though, frees the believer to live contentedly in a variety of circumstances (1 Timothy 6:6-8; Philippians 4:11-13), and to live in accord with the 9th and 10th Commandments.

Missions. On a Saturday morning in December, Petrea Schwahn “went with some high school students to visit a nursing home. Many of the elderly people speak Taiwanese, Chinese, or Japanese. When we got there, one of the high school girls named Peggy was talking to a woman. I joined in their conversation and Peggy helped to translate for me. Joy overcame me when Peggy told me this woman was a Christian! When she married, her husband’s family was Christian and that is how she too became a Christian. She was also an elementary school teacher for 35 years. It is amazing how Christ can form an immediate connection between two people. Knowing that we will both see each other in heaven someday brought a sparkle to her eyes. She is 70 years old and cannot walk. She wants to go to church, but there is no way for her to get there. Please pray for this woman as she continues to read her Bible and pray. Without realizing it, she was witnessing to Peggy, the high school student who was translating, as she told us about her love for Jesus. Please pray for Peggy-she is not a Christian.”

Celebrate the Work of God. On March 8, beginning at 4:00 p.m. Trinity Lutheran, Burlingame, will host a meal to celebrate the grace of God working through Peninsula Asian Mission Society. The Rev. David Chan, PAMS missionary, and the Rev. Terry Chan, pastor of Bethel-Grace Ministries (San Francisco) will provide an update and overview of the work of PAMS. Plan to attend; contact the Rev. Jeff Schufreider (Trinity) at jschufreider@gmail.com

His Word is the Light. Engage in devotional, Christ-centered Bible reading and study with the distinctive, comprehensive notes and practical application of The Lutheran Study Bible. This new Bible is the first in English to be developed from the ground-up with notes that are distinctively Lutheran, prepared by Lutheran contributors from over twenty Lutheran church bodies. Current Lutheran scholarship, insights from the Church Fathers, and rich devotional commentary provides meaningful perspective for both young and mature Christians. To pre-order and read more about it, go to www.cph.org/lutheranbible
Ash Wednesday & Lenten Weekday Services: Ash Wednesday is February 25 with services at Noon & 7:00 p.m. Lenten weekday services will be held at Noon & 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1. A Soup Lunch will follow the Noon service &, at 6:00 p.m., a Soup Supper will precede the 7:00 p.m. (No soup lunch or supper on Ash Wednesday)

Altar flowers: Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart in the narthex for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Coffee Hour: There are many opportunities to host the Coffee Hour; if you which to host please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Submit receipt to Burt Endsley.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Exodus 34:29-35

· Whose glory was Moses revealing? Therefore as he spoke, whose words were being given? Moses shone with the Lord’s glory; his appearance demonstrated that he had spoken with the Lord, the God who had rescued His people. Until the Lord’s revelation of His presence in Christ was complete, the veil (on Moses and in the Temple) would remain.

Epistle, 2 Peter 1:16-21

· Jesus’ signs confirmed His words; His miracles were divine credentials, proving His identity and calling. Therefore, what was revealed in His transfiguration? As prefigured in Moses, this glory demonstrated the veracity of Jesus’ words and that He Himself was the personal revelation of the Lord’s presence among His people. His transfiguration confirms all that the Lord had spoken in the Old Testament, and affirms all that the Lord had done in Christ for the New Testament in His blood.

Holy Gospel, Matthew 17:1-9

· Besides being Old Testament figures, what else do Moses and Elijah have in common? What would they have anticipated then for the people of God? They each sought the glory of the Lord at Mt. Sinai, His personal revelation for a sign to give them strength in their own ministries (each prefiguring Jesus’ ministry). Their ministries then as teaching the Word that they had received and as much as they testified of the Lord’s presence at Sinai anticipated the Lord fully revealing Himself in Christ—once through prophets and now in His Son. 

· How does Jesus’ transfiguration fulfill their desire and the promise of God? What they longed for in their old testament earthly ministries they now behold with the apostles who will exercise the new testament ministry, God displaying in the new testament of Christ’s blood, of what the old testament was a shadow. This was not manifested fully until Jesus was raised from the dead—even as Moses had a partial revelation (the glory faded) and Elijah departed Sinai with a word in his ear (and not with the kind of power that he had wanted, by which to destroy forces opposed to him).










